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President’s Letter 

 

As a bridge teacher, I’m considering a new fee 

structure. Classes will be free but every time a 

student says, “I’m playing so bad; I’m giving up 

the game”, I get a buck. I expect to buy an island 

in the Caribbean in about a year. 

When I get that comment, I remind my student 

that, just like baseball players and golfers, bridge 

play goes in streaks. Yes, you’ll have that period when everything goes 

wrong but then there are times when you can do no wrong. Every thin 

game makes. Every offbeat lead works. 

I am convinced this is more than pure chance. When you feel good about 

your game, you play confidently. That comes through to partner and to 

your opponents. And when you’re in that cold streak, they sense that too. 

“That’s nice,” I hear you say, “but what can I do about it?”  Actually a 

lot. The first step is recognizing the phenomenon. When things are going 

good, take advantage. Play a bit more while you’re raking in those extra 

masterpoints. Just as importantly, recognize the down periods for what 

they are. Play through them, but hide your concerns. Stop second-

guessing your bidding and play so much. Avoid getting overly 

conservative because “nothing works for me.”  You’ll get a better score if 

you overcome that fear and get to the right contract. Most of all working 

on overcoming that negativism will make those slumps end much sooner. 

There are plenty of books on bidding, on play, and on defense. You can 

easily find classes on all three. I’m not arguing against any of them; just 

don’t ignore how important psychology is in your game. 

 

 

      Marty Nathan 

 

Alpharetta Duplicate Bridge Club 

6250 Shiloh Rd. #30 

Back of Building Lower Level 

Alpharetta, GA  30005 

Larry Rich: 770-272-2429 

E-mail: info@alpharettadbc.org  

Website: alpharettadbc.org  

Atlanta Duplicate Bridge Center  

6761 Peachtree Industrial, Suite 200  

Atlanta, GA  30360   

Dan Papineau: 770-248-0306 

E-mail: atlantaduplicate@bellsouth.net 

Website: atlantaduplicatebridgeclub.com 

Bridge Club of Atlanta 

4920 Roswell Road., Suite 33 

Atlanta, GA  30342 

Sam Marks: 678-812-4324 

E-mail: sam@sammarksbridge.com 

Website: bridgeclubatlanta.com 

Dan's Duplicate Atlanta North 

1715 Millside Terrace 

Dacula,  GA  30019 

Dan Osburn: 678-827-1776 

E-mail:danosburn@bridgeteachers.us 

Website: https://www.facebook.com/

DansDuplicateAtlantaNorth 

Duplicate Bridge Association of 

Atlanta 

6761 Peachtree Industrial, Suite 200  

Atlanta, GA 30360 

George Powell: 770-594-1874 

E-mail: gpowell622@aol.com 

Website:  http://www.dbaa.us/ 

WHERE ARE OUR  

BRIDGE CLUBS? 

mailto:info@alpharettadbc.org
http://alpharettadbc.org/
tel:770-248-0306
mailto:info@alpharettadbc.org
http://www.atlantaduplicatebridgeclub.com/
tel:678-812-4324
mailto:info@alpharettadbc.org
http://bridgeclubatlanta.com/
tel:678-827-1776
mailto:danosburn@bridgeteachers.us
https://www.facebook.com/DansDuplicateAtlantaNorth
https://www.facebook.com/DansDuplicateAtlantaNorth
tel:770-594-1874
mailto:gpowell622@aol.com
http://www.dbaa.us/
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KSU Bridge Club 

KSU Center 

3333 Busbee Drive 

Kennesaw, GA  30144 

Janice Ripley: 770-726-9881 

E-mail: bridge4jr@gmail.com 

Midtown Bridge Club 

Ansley Golf Club (Friday) 

196 Montgomery Ferry Drive 

Atlanta, GA  30309 

First Presbyterian Church (Wednesday) 

1328 Peachtree Street 

Atlanta, GA 30309 

Alvin Daigle Jr.: 770-313-5124 

E-mail: midtownbridge30309@gmail.com 

Play Bridge  
NW Presbyterian Church 
4300 Northside Drive 
Atlanta, GA  30327 
Ina Parry: 770-713-1445 
E-mail: playbridgeusa@gmail.com  
Website:  bridgewebs.com/playbridgeusa 

 

Roswell Duplicate Bridge Club 

St. David's Episcopal Church 

1015 Old Roswell Rd. 

Roswell, GA  30076 

Bill Marks: 770-855-6952 

E-mail: billmarks13@gmail.com 

Website:  billsbridge.com 

Ruff 'n Sluff Bridge Club 

1809 Roswell Rd. 

Marietta, GA  30062 

Priscilla Smith: 770-973-7717 

E-mail: rufnsluf@mindspring.com 

Website: http://www.mindspring.com/

~ruffnsluff/ 

Silver Belles and Beaus 

5285 Lakeside Drive 

Union City, GA  30291 

Bettie Harden: 770-306-3461 

E-mail: travell33@gmail.com 

Board Meetings 

DBAA/Unit 253 Board 

meetings are open to all 

members. Come see how 

hard we work to enhance 

your enjoyment of bridge 

through our various activities 

and programs. You might 

even find an opportunity to 

volunteer. Meetings are held 

Saturday mornings at Bridge 

Club of Atlanta from 9:30 to 

11:30, unless otherwise 

noted. The tentative schedule 

for remaining 2015 meetings 

is: 

August 22 

(rescheduled from 

August 15) 

October 3 

December 5 

Changes at the  

Midtown Bridge Club   

 

The Wednesday game at Ansley 

Golf Club has outgrown the space. 

The game now meets at the First 

Presbyterian Church at 1328 

Peachtree St. located at the corner 

of 16th St. near the High Museum. 

The game is held in the Fifield 

room. Parking is available in a 

small lot behind the church. Turn 

on 16th St. by the church and turn 

right on Arts Center Way. The lot is 

behind the black fence. If the lot is 

full, there is plenty of parking 

across Peachtree St. in the Laz 

parking deck. The deck is located 

next to the Reid House. Parking is 

free. Alvin will have tickets so you 

can exit without having to pay. 

 

There is a Friday game at  

Ansley Golf Club. 

 

Both Wednesday and Friday games 

are 11:30 to 2:30. The charge for 

both games is $13. 

Education Committee Chairs Named 
 

Congratulations to Joan Duffy and Janice Ripley who were recently 

named co-chairs of Unit 253’s Education Committee. They need your 

help! Let them know your interests and what avenues you would like 

them to explore for the betterment of your game – speakers, classes, 

forums either in the clubs or at tournaments. They’d like your 

suggestions and thoughts regarding the mentoring program as well. 

They want to hear from you.  

 

Joan chapman.duffy44@gmail.com or  

Janice bridge4jr@gmail.com 

WHERE ARE OUR  

BRIDGE CLUBS? 

tel:770-726-9881
mailto:bridge4jr@gmail.com
tel:770-313-5124
mailto:midtownbridge30309@gmail.com
tel:770-713-1445
mailto:playbridgeusa@gmail.com
http://www.bridgewebs.com/playbridgeusa/
tel:770-855-6952
mailto:billmarks13@gmail.com
http://billsbridge.com/roswellbridge.html
tel:770-973-7717
mailto:rufnsluf@mindspring.com
http://www.mindspring.com/~ruffnsluff/
http://www.mindspring.com/~ruffnsluff/
mailto:travell33@gmail.com
mailto:chapman.duffy44@gmail.com
mailto:bridge4jr@gmail.com
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Every year local volunteers, under the leadership of 

Tournament Chair Jack Feagin, organize our Labor 

Day Regional, always among the biggest and best in 

the ACBL. Jack reports that this will be one of the 

best ever. Having done 31 regionals before, he 

should know! Mark your calendars for Tuesday 

September 1 through Labor Day 

September 7. Click here to find the 

schedule. 

The Gold Rush is on at our 

Regional. We have seven two-

session events over six days in a 

dizzying array of combinations. If 

you like the traditional afternoon/

evening schedule, we have that. 

Prefer morning and afternoon? You got it. Want 

Swiss Teams rather than pairs? Doesn’t matter; we 

have both. There is also a wide variety of single 

session events with limited master points. 

Our Regional is well known for our prizes and 

hospitality programs. In the foyer starting 

on Wednesday, the food cart arrives, including 

several days of ice cream sundaes. Claudia Feagin, 

Joe Sherwood, Sam Marks and Garry Williams will 

distribute prizes in the Ashford Room. For stratum 

winners we have some special bridge gifts. Section 

tops and team winners have their choice of our 

special T-shirt or a choice of other items from 

previous tournaments. And of course free play 

certificates for winners of multiple session events at 

all levels of play. 

Hospitality doesn’t stop there. The hospitality suites 

hosted by Becky Butler will open after the Tuesday 

and Wednesday night sessions. See the Daily 

Bulletins for the remainder of the schedule. Many 

nights will have a special theme. Josie Mitchell and 

Priscilla Smith have special events planned for the 

newer players in the Dunwoody Suite, including a 

special Novice Party to be held between sessions on 

Saturday in one of the hospitality suites.   

Wednesday is dedicated to our newest players, those 

with less than 20 masterpoints. They play free all 

day. 

Many players collect souvenir embroidered appliqués 

and pins for their convention cards. We will give out 

different versions on Wednesday and Saturday. On 

Tuesday afternoon you’ll receive a stylus/pen as a 

welcoming gift. On Tuesday at the information desk, 

while supplies last, you can pick up a special pin that 

tells the opponents which of you are checking the 

scores for your partnership. 

You can expect some great free lectures by expert 

speakers, most days at 9:15, 12:45 and 6:45. We’ll 

kick it off with Dan Plato, one of the ACBL’s top 

directors, on Tuesday at 12:45 advising newer players 

about filling out their convention cards and calling the 

director when irregularities occur at the table. For the 

first time we are offering a few lectures intended for 

more advanced players but of course I/N players are 

more than welcome to attend these as well. While Jack 

Feagin and Vicki Bell haven’t yet completed the 

schedule, you can count on hearing international stars 

such as Bobby Levin, Jerry Helms, Jeff Meckstroth, 

Jim Krekorian and Eric Rodwell as well as local 

experts Jack Feagin, Patty Tucker, Sam Marks, Kevin 

Collins, Marty Nathan and Mike Kovacich. We’ll post 

a tentative schedule on our web site ( www.dbaa.us) 

around the end of August. Speakers often have 

conflicts so check the Daily Bulletins and lecture 

board in the I/N area for last minute changes. 

You don’t need to bring a partner to play in our 

regional. Carey Snider and Bill Kulbersh will be 

manning the Partnership Desks, and they would love 

to match you up with an appropriate player. Bill 

reports that they are already getting a lot of emails 

from out-of-towners, a great omen for a successful 

tournament. 

Our premier event is the Lou Bluhm Memorial Trophy 

Knockout Teams event. Atlanta expert Lou Bluhm 

was one of the top players in the country, but it was 

his personal attributes of ethics and courtesy that won 

him the 1989 ACBL Distinguished Member Award. It 

is for excellence in bridge, ethics and etiquette that we 

remember him with this annual event bearing his 

name. It starts on the first afternoon (Tuesday) and 

continues that evening and on Wednesday afternoon 

and evening. No longer must you commit to three 

continued  on p. 10 

Atlanta’s Labor Day Regional 

http://web2.acbl.org/Tournaments/Ads/2015/09/1509010.pdf
http://web2.acbl.org/Tournaments/Ads/2015/09/1509010.pdf
http://www.dbaa.us


5 

 

 

Difficult Hand 

You probably missed it but Jerry Helms told this story at the 2013 Atlanta Summer NABC. He was playing 

with a student who opened a 15-17 notrump. His RHO passed and Jerry with a poor 

hand did the same. Fourth hand then doubled and – on, no – Jerry’s partner went into the 

tank. And she came out of that tank with 2NT!  The opponents must have been as 

shocked as Jerry, for neither doubled that odd bid.  

Jerry told us his partner played the hand quite well, but unfortunately he didn’t offer 

much of a dummy and she went down one. When Jerry asked her why she didn’t just 

pass 1NTX, she replied in all sincerity, “Why, Jerry, everyone says 1NT is the hardest 

contract to make.” 

Learn Bridge in a Day?
TM

 

The popular Learn Bridge in a Day?
TM

 is back for the Atlanta Regional. The program is designed for raw be-

ginners, those who have never played before. We’ve run the program before with great results. Many of our 

local players had their first introduction to bridge through LBIAD?
TM

. 

While we usually do run the program in conjunction with our regional, this is the first time we are doing so on 

a Saturday. We specifically want to give the 25-50 age group the opportunity to learn the game, though anyone 

of course can sign up.  

What: Learn Bridge in a Day?
TM

 

Where: Ravinia Crowne Plaza
 

 4355 Ashford Dunwoody Road in Dunwoody 

When: Saturday, September 5, 1:30-6:00pm 

Cost: $25 

Reservations: Students can register at http://dbaa.us/lbiad_signup.htm  

Questions:  Email Patty Tucker at patty@bridgewithpatty.com 

WE NEED YOUR HELP!  All of us know someone who has expressed 

some interest in learning our favorite game. Here is their chance. Just 

email them the above and you’ve done your part to help a friend and pro-

mote bridge at the same time. 

We’ll also need a lot of volunteers to help guide the rookies through the 

bidding and play. Yes, they play their first day!  Here’s an opportunity to 

give something back to the game. Just email Elyse Mintz at 

mintze@bellsouth.net – thanks, Elyse – and let her know you’re ready to 

help us with this wonderful event. 

http://dbaa.us/lbiad_signup.htm
mailto:patty@bridgewithpatty.com
mailto:mintze@bellsouth.net
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Limited Games - up to 500 MPs 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Roswell  

DBC 

11:00          0-500 

Alpharetta 

DBC 

12:00        0-500 

  7:30        0-500 

Bridge Club of 

Atlanta 

12:00        0-100 

Ruff’n Sluff 

 

10:30        0-100

(10:00 lesson)       

Alpharetta 

DBC 

12:00        0-20 

12:00       0-500 

Atlanta  

DBC 

12:00        0-20 

12:00      0-500 

Bridge Club of 

Atlanta 

12:00          0-300 

Ruff’n Sluff 

 

7:30          0-300

(7:00 lesson)      

Ruff’n Sluff 

 

10:30        0-20

(10:00 lesson)       

Bridge Club of 

Atlanta 

12:00       0-300 

Bridge Club of 

Atlanta 

10:00        0-20 

Bridge Club of 

Atlanta 

12:00         0-20 

Play Bridge 

 

12:00             0-299 

  Play Bridge 

 

12:00          0-299 

  

We are fortunate in Atlanta to have so many opportunities to play in tournaments and earn those coveted 

pigmented points. Here’s what’s on tap for the upcoming year. 

Make your plans now to play in all of these tournaments! 

Aug 24-30 District 7 ST@C Your Club 

Sept 1-7 Atlanta Regional Crown Plaza Ravinia 

Nov 11-15 Atlanta Sectional *Roswell Adult Recreation Center 

Dec 14-20 District 7 ST@C Your Club 

Feb 24-28 Atlanta Sectional *Roswell Adult Recreation Center 

June 17-19 NLM Sectional Ruff ‘n Sluff Bridge Club 

Tournament Schedule 

August 2015 – July 2016 

You can find the web pages for each club – including phone numbers, addresses and directions – starting on 

page 1 of this newsletter or on our web page at www.dbaa.us. Just click on Club Websites on the menu along 

the left side of the home page. 

*Remember that parking is always at a premium in Roswell. If you are physically able to walk, 

please park in the upper lot. 

There will most likely be an Atlanta Sectional around the 4th of July next year but as of press time, the 

dates and location have not been finalized. 

http://www.dbaa.us


7 

 

Who’s Your Opponent? 
by Janet Edwards                                                                       

Who’s Your Opponent?  Connie Melgaard, playing is her life! 

The game we love could be called “the art of bridge” especially when it is played well. 

Much like a beautiful piece of music it has rhythm and beat. A bridge game can move 

along at a staccato pace or have its players imploring their opponents to “accelerando” 

lest they have a board taken away. It often ends in loud crescendos of triumph or 

mournful codas of despair. Just like music, there is an endless variety of cards and 

players to be enjoyed by all who sit at the tables. Connie Melgaard, Life Master since 

September, 2014 is just one example of the wonderful people we share our love of the 

game with.     

While relatively new at playing bridge and still mastering the game, Connie has spent most of her life playing 

music, and is an accomplished master of the organ. As the Associate Organist at the Cathedral of Christ the 

King, she inspires the congregation with her talent, love of her instrument and beautiful music.  

Connie grew up in Conway, Arkansas. At the age of 5 she started playing the piano, the first step for any 

organist. When she was 15 she became the organist for Wesley United Methodist Church in her hometown. 

After graduating from Hendrix College with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Organ she went on to earn her 

Master’s Degree in Organ from the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. In 1976 she was awarded a fellowship 

by the Belgian government to study with Flor Peeters, at the Summer Organ Academy in Malines, Belgium.  

While Connie may have begun her life as a Southern girl, her husband’s career as a Marine pilot took her to 

places across the country and as far away as Japan. After 20 years he became a Delta pilot and Severna Park, 

MD became their home. As a musician Connie’s main interest has always been as a church organist, but over 

the years she has taught as an Adjunct Professor in many Community Colleges. Upon moving to Georgia she 

became a member of the faculty at Georgia Perimeter College teaching piano, organ and accompanying in the 

Voice Studios. One of the highlights of her organ career was an opportunity to play a concert at the Kennedy 

Center, Washington D.C. on the Noontime Concert Series 

Connie’s interest in bridge began about 6 years ago when she started taking lessons with Fred Strickland. 

Much the same as she enjoys the mental challenge of bringing musical notes together to produce a beautiful 

sound, she also enjoys the mental challenge of “cracking the puzzle” of each new bridge hand and bringing the 

cards together to make or defend her contract. She and her regular partners, Texie Weatherwax and Crystal 

Schwindt, stick to the basics of Standard Bridge, a method that has guided countless Atlanta bridge players to 

lots of success at the tables.    

Connie has 2 daughters who live with their families in the Atlanta area. She is happy to be able to spend her 

days doing all the things she loves -  playing the organ, playing bridge and playing with her 3 grandsons – not 

necessarily in that order. Her years on the move as a military wife instilled a love of traveling which she 

satisfies by joining the tours organized by Nancy Motes, another of our DBAA members. She has visited 

continued on p.10 
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Rules 

by Dan Plato 

A Card Laid is a Card Played – Except… 

I frequently hear players say something like “Oops, that’s not the card I meant to play” and 

start to pick it back up. It may even be back in their hands by the time the director is called.  

Law 45 is very clear about the play of the card from a declarer’s hand and from the 

defenders’ hands. Duplicate Decisions, our companion book to the Laws of Duplicate 

Bridge, does a nice job of helping both players and directors determine how to proceed in these situations: 

The differences between the definitions of a defender’s played card and declarer’s played 

card must be kept in mind. Since exposure of one of declarer’s cards can help only the 

opponents, the Director should exercise much more leniency in allowing retraction of a card 

of uncertain status when it is from declarer’s hand. If its exposure has prompted any reaction 

by a defender which may have aided declarer, the Director must take this into consideration 

(see Law 47 F.). In close calls, the Director should rule in favor of the side that did not create 

the problem. 

Declarer’s card is played when it is held face up, touching or nearly touching the table, or 

maintained in such a position as to indicate that it has been played. It is irrelevant whether 

either or both of the defenders see the card. If the card is held in a manner to indicate 

declarer has determined to play it, the card is played. Please keep in mind that this Law uses 

two separate clauses. Declarer’s played card is either/or, it need not be touching and 

maintained. 

A defender’s card is played when it is held in a position where it could be possible for his 

partner to see its face. The Director should endeavor to reconstruct the action as closely as 

possible. If he is convinced that a card could have been seen by defender’s partner, he should 

rule it a played card (an important point to remember is that if both opponents saw the card it 

is very likely that partner could have seen it). It does not matter whether the defender’s 

partner actually saw the card. The question is could he have seen the face of the card had he 

been looking directly at it.  

Note how many times it says “could have seen” or the equivalent in this last paragraph. The partner of the 

defender in question will frequently swear up and down that they didn’t see the card but this is not relevant 

to the decision of the director.  

So what circumstances allow the retraction of a played card? 

1. To correct a revoke before it becomes established. If either the declarer or a defender has failed to 

follow suit and discovers this prior to the revoke becoming established (as by the offending side 

For an offending side, information arising from its own withdrawn action and from 

withdrawn actions of the non-offending side is unauthorized. A player of an offending side 

may not choose from among logical alternative actions one that could demonstrably have 

been suggested over another by the unauthorized information. 

continued on p. 9 
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Atlanta Junior Bridge  
by Patty Tucker 

Labor Day Regional 

Be sure and mark your calendars for the Labor Day Regional Free AJB game! 

Saturday, September 5th at 10:00 a.m. 

Crowne Plaza Ravinia on Ashford Dunwoody Road 

 

AJB Memorial Day Game 

A great time was had by all at the Memorial Day game....congrats to Rhea Mathews and Samay Desai on 

their win! 

leading or playing to the next trick), the director is called. The director allows the player who failed to 

follow suit to substitute a card in the suit led. For a defender the card played in error becomes a major 

penalty card. For declarer the card played in error is returned to his hand after he substitutes a legal 

card in the suit originally led. 

2. When an opponent has changed a card legally, his LHO may also make a legal substitution. (Suppose 

there is a club lead from the table, RHO plays his ace and you ruff with the ♥9. Your LHO over-ruffs 

with the king. Dummy, your partner, says “No clubs partner?” You discover you have one. You call the 

director. The director allows you play a club to the trick, return the ♥9 to your hand and your LHO may 

return his ♥K to his hand with no penalty and substitute another card (probably a wise choice in this 

situation!). In this specific situation the defender whose partner played the king and then returned it to 

hand is allowed to know his partner has that card. Declarer, however, would be cautioned with this 

portion of the Law:                                                                                                                                                                                                   

  

3. One final example of when a played card may be retracted is when misinformation from an opponent 

has caused a player to make a lead when it was not their turn. Suppose halfway through a hand (or it 

could be the opening lead) everyone is sitting staring into space wondering why no one is playing. 

Finally declarer turns to you and says, “It’s your lead!” And so, you lead. As your card hits the table 

your partner says, “Wait a minute! I won that last trick! It’s my lead.” Law 47E covers this situation:  

A lead out of turn (or play of a card) may be retracted without further 

rectification if the player was mistakenly informed by an opponent that it 

was his turn to lead or play. A lead or play may not be accepted by his 

LHO in this circumstance. 

This list is not meant to be exhaustive. If nothing else it points out the importance of calling the director 

whenever an infraction occurs. Protecting the players’ rights in these situations is just part of the job. 

Rules continued from p. 8 
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Bridge Teachers 

When Starbucks wants to sell more coffee, they open more stores. When the bridge 

community wants more players, we turn to our teachers. Bridge teachers are the 

lifeblood of the game. While they do help each of us to learn to play better, their vital 

role is to bring in new players. New customers are the key to any enterprise; given an 

average age around 70 for ACBL members, they are especially critical to the future 

of duplicate bridge.  

We’ve added even more teachers to our already exceptional list of talent in the 

Atlanta area. Whether you are looking to raise your game to the next level or know 

someone who wants to join our ranks, check out the list of Atlanta teachers at 

www.DBAA.us.  

Fast Enough? 

A fellow bridge player related this story to me last month. He was playing 

against a married couple who were bickering with each other over every little 

play. (I know, must have been in some other city, as we fortunately have none 

of that in Atlanta!)  Finally my source, a lawyer by trade, could take it no longer 

and hoped a bit of levity might set this partnership on the right track. He told his 

opponents that he was running a special – 50% off -- on divorces the next week. 

To which the wife responded, “I can’t wait that long!” 

sessions on Wednesday to play in this event. 

We’ve also removed the seeding from the top 

bracket, which allows most everyone to play 

against their masterpoint peers. All KO events 

are bracketed and include NLM brackets. Some 

KO events are handicapped. 

Better get started. You have less than a month 

to line up your partners and teams. See you at 

the Ravinia. 

Regional continued from p.4 

Egypt, Morocco, Russia, and most recently Machu 

Picchu, Peru. She is looking forward to seeing Costa 

Rica next year. 

As members of the DBAA we are lucky to be part of an 

organization that attracts such diverse, talented and 

interesting participants. Each time we sit at the table we 

have the chance of meeting someone like Connie who 

through her beautiful music makes the world a nicer 

place. Be sure to pay attention not only to the cards, but 

to the people as well!  You never know who your 

opponent might be. 

Opponents continued from p.7 

http://www.DBAA.us
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DBAA Game Schedule 

The DBAA game is held on 

Wednesday nights at 7PM at the 

Atlanta Duplicate Bridge Center. 

 

Aug 5 Club Championship 

Aug 12 NAP Qualifier 

Aug 19 AJB Charity (2X) 

Aug 26 District 7 ST@C 

Sept 2 NO GAME 

(Atlanta Labor 

Day Regional) 

Sept 9 International Fund 

(2X) 

Sept 16 International Fund 

(2X) 

Sept 23 International Fund 

(2X) 

Sept 30 International Fund 

(2X) 

Oct 7 Club Appreciation 

Teams (3X) 

Oct 14 Regular Game 

Oct 21 Club Appreciation 

Teams (3X) 

Oct 28 ACBL Charity (2X) 

Upcoming Special Games 

The ACBL and Unit 253 offer many special games to clubs, giving you the 

opportunity to maximize your masterpoints. The ACBL events often include 

expert hand analyses. Here is what is on tap for the upcoming three months. 

 

* Includes hand records and expert analyses 

 

Don’t miss your chance to qualify for the North American Pairs. They are the 

first step to your winning a subsidized trip to the 2016 Spring NABC in Reno 

next March. You can compete in Open Flight, Flight B (up to 2500 points), 

and Flight C (NLM<500 points). Points are determined as of June 2015 cycle, 

which is the ACBL’s way of saying only points through May 6 are 

considered. 

 

NLM’s:  Your district finals are Sunday, November 15 right here in Atlanta. 

 

The Instant Matchpoint Game gives you the rare opportunity to earn a gold 

point in a club game! 

All of August Final month of North American Pairs qualifying 

games 

Thursday, August 20 (day) Unit Fund Game (ACBL Charity Foundation) 

All of September International Fund Games 

All of September (thru April 2016) Grand National Teams qualifying games 

All of October Club Appreciation Games 

Friday, October 16 (morning) * ACBL-wide Instant Matchpoint Game 
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Thanks to Marty Nathan for contributing this hand. 

Bridge Hand 

When bridge players discuss "visualization", there 

may be two meanings that are closely related. First, 

it means to picture what is in partner's hand, which 

of course is a primary objective of bidding. It can 

also mean visualizing the play of the hand during the 

bidding, an important factor in reaching 

distributional slams. I love this hand, as it 

demonstrates both (and a whole lot more). 

 

You pick up this average looking hand: 

  ♠  A 10 4 2 

  ♥  5 4 

  ♦  A 4 3 

  ♣  J 7 5 4 

With the opponents passing throughout, partner 

opens 1♣. You dutifully bid 1♠ and opener rebids 

2♥. You recognize that as a reverse, showing 17+ 

points with longer clubs than hearts. (Don't tell me 

you don't play "that reverse convention"; reverses 

are a main part of standard bidding, not a 

convention.).  

 

You now bid 3♣, telling partner where you fit and 

she bids 3♥. What does that mean? Well, she must 

have five hearts and, since she bid clubs first, at least 

six clubs. Suddenly you have a huge hand. You can 

cover her side suit losers, you have a 10-card fit and 

you can ruff some heart losers. The least you can do 

now is 4NT (fortunately this is Roman Key Card 

Blackwood). The 5♣ response shows 3 key cards - 

two aces and the trump king. 

 

Here you pause to visualize partner's hand and the 

ensuing play. With a 10-card fit, you don't need to 

worry about the ♣Q . (If you don't know how to find 

the trump queen, ask you teacher.) There should be 

no losers in spades, diamonds or clubs. Partner has 

the ♥A, so there is at most one loser there. 6♣ is 

pretty much a lock but you're not satisfied yet. 

Visualization 

Partner’s hand looks something like this: x, Axxxx, x, 

AKxxxx. That's awfully thin for a reverse. She might 

go below 17 HCP with 6-5 but not that much. Partner 

must have more in hearts. You bid 5NT, asking for 

kings. She bids 6♥, showing that king. (If you are 

responding with the number of kings, here's another 

topic to discuss with your teacher).  

 

Plan the play. There are 6 clubs, the ♥AK and two 

side aces for 10 tricks. You can picture Declarer 

ruffing two hearts in your hand and that will set up 

her fifth heart as a winner. That makes 13 tricks and 

you bid 7♣. 

 

The complete hand and bidding: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Not much to the play. Partner draws trump in two 

rounds and ruffs two hearts, just as you visualized 

during the bidding. 

 

And that's how you get to a grand slam with only 24 

HCP! 


